§990.27

which this notice is provided is left to
the discretion of the trustee.

[61 FR 500, Jan. 5, 1996, as amended at 67 FR
61492, Oct. 1, 2002]

§990.27 Use of assessment procedures.

(a) Standards for assessment proce-
dures. Any procedures used pursuant to
this part must comply with all of the
following standards if they are to be in
accordance with this part:

(1) The procedure must be capable of
providing assessment information of
use in determining the type and scale
of restoration appropriate for a par-
ticular injury;

(2) The additional cost of a more
complex procedure must be reasonably
related to the expected increase in the
quantity and/or quality of relevant in-
formation provided by the more com-
plex procedure; and

(3) The procedure must be reliable
and valid for the particular incident.

(b) Assessment procedures available. (1)
The range of assessment procedures
available to trustees includes, but is
not limited to:

(i) Procedures conducted in the field;

(i1) Procedures conducted in the lab-
oratory;

(iii) Model-based procedures, includ-
ing type A procedures identified in 43
CFR part 11, subpart D, and compensa-
tion formulas/schedules; and

(iv) Literature-based procedures.

(2) Trustees may use the assessment
procedures in paragraph (b)(1) of this
section alone, or in any combination,
provided that the standards in para-
graph (a) of this section are met, and
there is no double recovery.

(c) Selecting assessment procedures. (1)
When selecting assessment procedures,
trustees must consider, at a minimum:

(i) The range of procedures available
under paragraph (b) of this section;

(i) The time and cost necessary to
implement the procedures;

(iii) The potential nature, degree, and
spatial and temporal extent of the in-
jury;

(iv) The potential restoration actions
for the injury; and

(v) The relevance and adequacy of in-
formation generated by the procedures
to meet information requirements of
restoration planning.
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(2) If a range of assessment proce-
dures providing the same type and
quality of information is available, the
most cost-effective procedure must be
used.

Subpart C—Definitions

§990.30 Definitions.

For the purpose of this rule,
term:

Baseline means the condition of the
natural resources and services that
would have existed had the incident
not occurred. Baseline data may be es-
timated wusing historical data, ref-
erence data, control data, or data on
incremental changes (e.g., number of
dead animals), alone or in combina-
tion, as appropriate.

Cost-effective means the least costly
activity among two or more activities
that provide the same or a comparable
level of benefits, in the judgment of the
trustees.

CEQ® regulations means the Council on
Environmental Quality regulations im-
plementing NEPA, 40 CFR chapter V.

Damages means damages specified in
section 1002(b) of OPA (33 U.S.C.
1002(b)), and includes the costs of as-
sessing these damages, as defined in
section 1001(5) of OPA (33 TU.S.C.
2701(5)).

Discharge means any emission (other
than natural seepage), intentional or
unintentional, and includes, but is not
limited to, spilling, leaking, pumping,
pouring, emitting, emptying, or dump-
ing, as defined in section 1001(7) of OPA
(33 U.S.C. 2701(7)).

Ezxclusive Economic Zone means the
zone established by Presidential Proc-
lamation 5030 of March 10, 1983 (3 CFR,
1984 Comp., p. 22), including the ocean
waters of the areas referred to as
‘“‘eastern special areas’ in Article 3(1)
of the Agreement between the United
States of America and the Union of So-
viet Socialist Republics on the Mari-
time Boundary, signed June 1, 1990, as
defined in section 1001(8) of OPA (33
U.S.C. 2701(8)).

Ezxposure means direct or
contact with the discharged oil.

Facility means any structure, group
of structures, equipment, or device
(other than a vessel) which is used for
one or more of the following purposes:

the

indirect
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